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Конфликты за водные ресурсы и ресурсы прибрежных областей возникают на различных уровнях управления: национальном, региональном, локальном. «Мыслить глобально, но действовать локально» – должен быть пересмотрен в сторону «не только мыслить глобально», но и действовать. Erasmus Mundus Water and Coastal Management Master Course – это инновационная учебная программа, которая интегрирует речной менеджмент и управление прибрежными морскими областями в глобальной перспективе. Эта программа направлена на обеспечение всестороннего знания и понимания научных, политических и социально-экономических подходов к управлению прибрежных регионов, а также развивать навыки, необходимые для работы в этой области.  В работе подчеркивается роль WCM в развитии и продвижении комплексных подходов в управлении прибрежными областями. 
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Joint European Master Programme in Water and Coastal Management provides a valuable contribution to the development of understanding on land-ocean interactions and get a link between research, teaching and future practitioners in coastal management. By integrating aspects of both river basin management and integrated coastal management in the course, it provides a mechanism for meeting the skills deficit that are associated with the implementation of two European Union legal frameworks: The Water Framework Directive; and the Recommendation on Integrated Coastal Zone Management. Both have major impacts on EU member states and on their neighbours but mechanisms and expertise are far from being in place. The main objective of the Erasmus Mundus Programme in Water and Coastal Management is to develop more structured co-operation between European Union and third-country Higher Education institutions, thus giving a unique possibility for students and specialists from different countries to challenge in teaching and research in aspects of water and coastal management.
The European Erasmus Mundus consortium members in Water and Coastal Management (WCM) are the Universities of Algarve, Bergen, Cadiz and Plymouth. The third-country Higher Education institutions are the Russian State Hydro-Meteoreological University, the University of Miami, the University of Eafit, the Universidad Autonoma de Baja California, the Instituto Argentino de Oceanografia da Universidad Nacional del Sur, the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande, the Universidade do Val do ITajai and the Universidade de Santa Cecilia.

The selection of students is on a competitive basis; only the best students are selected for Erasmus Mundus studentships. Students are also required to submit explanations of the scientific and personal development motivation for the studentship. Studentships are granted by preference to students who chose to visit institutions not previously visited. The selection of scholars is within Universities in the consortium and who participate in the teaching of the Erasmus Mundus Master, based on the appropriateness of the modules, research and other assignments proposed. 

The Masters programme gives students the chance to study issues relevant to their country. For many of them, the issue of water provision and its management is a big problem in many regions over the world, not necessarily whether it comes to river basins or coastal waters. A degree in water and coastal management is an opportunity to get a good job in Europe as well as students home countries. The subject of this Master is designed to train future managers for the working with implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM). Erasmus Mundus Water and Coastal Management Course 2009-2011 has the twenty eight students on this course, 15 are funded by Erasmus Mundus and come from countries: India, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Russia, Croatia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Tanzania, Kenya, Mexico. All students came to first university with a different bachelor’s degrees but all regarding to Science and Natural Resources. Some of students also have several years’ professional experience in the field of environmental science and coastal protection. 
All disciplines offered by teaching staff from Universities in WCM Master Course 2009-2011 are divided in tree main modules: coastal, fresh water and general module. Coastal Water Module includes such subjects as Integrated Coastal Zone Management, Marine Legislation, Oceanography, Techniques applied to ICZM, and many others.

General Module is aimed to develop research skills including scientific writing, fieldwork skills, environmental ethics, conflict resolution and others subject that can contribute to general environmental luggage of knowledge. Freshwater Module is also interesting set of subjects: Alien Species, Wetland Management, Marine Chemistry and Near Shore Ecology, Integrated assessment of Sediment Quality in Aquatic Ecosystem. 
Apart scientific issues the programme gives students a better understanding of Europe: the tutors come from 20 different countries to teach here and they are top experts in their field. More then 48 universities are involved in the network. Having a very multicultural group as teachers gains a good experience for all people involved in the course about how research is done not only about the European context but about African lakes and impact of climate change and sea level rise on coastal areas.

Commentary

Rivers, oceans and transitional waters are innately linked. Thus, their management cannot be effectively done separately. The current management plans are not sufficient as they do not address the key issues. In order for there to be better management, there needs to be synchronising of ideologies between the different managers. Integrated Coastal and Water Management is really strong possibility if achieving this by seamlessly linking all facets of this complex system and treating it as one complete ecosystem. Erasmus Mundus European Master in Water and Coastal Management is one of the best programmes to get a multi-scientific background in management of fresh water and coastal water ecosystems.
